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D LAN GALLERIES

LAWRENCE PENNINGTON
THE TALL MAN

14 MARCH - 17 APRIL 2026

D LAN GALLERIES

97-99 QUEEN ST, WOOLALAHRA
SYDNEY/GADIGAL, AUSTRALIA

Lawrence Pennington.
Photographer Stephen Oxenbury

D Lan Galleries is honoured to present a solo exhibition

of paintings by the late Lawrence Mirrinya Pennington
(c. 1935-2024), a revered senior painter from the remote
community of Tjuntjuntjara in Western Australia.

Born in the mid-1930s, Lawrence spent his formative
years traversing Spinifex country with his extended family
group, living beyond the reach of settlers, pastoralists and

miners who had begun to encroach on much of remote Australia.

Lawrence’s first contact with settlement life came in the early
1950s, when he and several other families approached the
vicinity of the mission at Ernabella, where a number of their
relatives had settled over the previous two decades. After a
brief time at the mission, life continued on Spinifex country
until Lawrence and many other Anangu (Aboriginal people)
were forcibly removed from their country in preparation

for the atomic tests at Maralinga. Alongside his Spinifex
kin, he was taken west to settle at Cundalee Mission.

Lawrence began painting in the 1990s. While his early
works shared the formal language common to desert art, his
practice quickly evolved into a strikingly singular visual vocabulary.
Early collaborations with and observations of other painting
men encouraged a reductionist approach, devoid of decoration
and reliant on design. His tendency to fill the space diminished,
and his painted shapes no longer served as a mere framework
upon which the painting could proceed; they became the painting.

This remarkable collection of paintings offers a rare,
compelling vision of Spinifex Country and an opportunity
to celebrate a master of contemporary desert painting.

LUKE SCHOLES, DIRECTOR
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LAWRENCE PENNINGTON
c. 1934 - 2024
Pitjantjatjara language

Pukara 2018
synthetic polymer paint on linen
110 x 85 cm

PROVENANCE

The Artist, painted at Tjuntjuntjara, Western Australia
Spinifex Arts Project, Tjuntjuntjara,

Western Australia, cat. no. 18-215

Private Collection, United States of

America, acquired from the above

INV-PENL-OO3 I

15,000 AUD
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LAWRENCE PENNINGTON
c. 1934 - 2024
Pitjantjatjara language

Hlutjara 2015
synthetic polymer paint on linen
109 x 83 cm

PROVENANCE

The Artist, painted at Tjuntjuntjara, Western Australia
Spinifex Arts Project, Tjuntjuntjara,

Western Australia, cat. no. 15-64

The Estate of the late Paul Walsh, Melbourne, Victoria
Australian and International Art, Gibson’s Auctions,
Armadale, Victoria, Australia, 25 May 2025, lot 119
Private Collection, United States of

America, acquired from the above

INV-PENL-0028

15,000 AUD
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LAWRENCE PENNINGTON
c. 1934 - 2024
Pitjantjatjara language

Tjatu 2013

synthetic polymer paint on linen
75 x 60 cm

PROVENANCE

The Artist, painted at Tjuntjuntjara, Western Australia
Spinifex Arts Project, Tjuntjuntjara,

Western Australia, cat. no. 13265

ReDot Gallery, Singapore

Private Collection, Melbourne, Victoria,

acquired from the above

EXHIBITED

Spinifex Country: Paintings from the Spinifex Arts
Project, D’Lan Contemporary, Melbourne,
Victoria, 18 August — 28 September 2023.
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9,600 AUD
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LAWRENCE PENNINGTON
c. 1934 - 2024
Pitjantjatjara language

Wati Kutjara 2012
synthetic polymer paint on linen
92 x 60 cm

PROVENANCE
The Artist, painted at Tjuntjuntjara, Western Australia
Spinifex Arts Project, Tjuntjuntjara,

Western Australia, cat. no. C1025

Marshall Arts, Adelaide, South Australia

Private Collection, Melbourne, Victoria,

acquired from the above

INV-PENL-OOO3

12,000 AUD
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LAWRENCE PENNINGTON
c. 1934 - 2024
Pitjantjatjara language

Pukara 2013
synthetic polymer paint on linen
111 x 92 cm

PROVENANCE

The Artist, painted at Tjuntjuntjara, Western Australia
Spinifex Arts Project, Tjuntjuntjara,

Western Australia, cat. no. 13143

Raft Artspace, Alice Springs, Northern Territory
Private Collection, Melbourne, Victoria,

acquired from the above

EXHIBITED

The Wild Ones, Raft Artspace, Alice Springs,
Northern Territory, 26 April — 17 May 2014
Spinifex Country: Paintings from the Spinifex Arts
Project, D’Lan Contemporary, Melbourne,
Victoria, 18 August — 28 September 2023.

16,000 AUD
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LAWRENCE PENNINGTON
c. 1934 - 2024
Pitjantjatjara language

Karnka 2013
synthetic polymer paint on linen
136 x 91 cm

PROVENANCE

The Artist, Tjuntjuntjara, Western Australia
Spinifex Arts Project, Tjuntjuntjara,

Western Australia, cat. no. 13012

Outstation Gallery, Darwin, Northern Territory
Private Collection, Melbourne, Victoria,

acquired from the above

EXHIBITED

Kuwaritja — new works from the Spinifex People,
Outstation Gallery, Darwin, 1 June — 25 June 2013
Spinifex Country: Paintings from the Spinifex Arts
Project, D’Lan Contemporary, Melbourne,
Victoria, 18 August — 28 September 2023.

18,000 AUD
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LAWRENCE PENNINGTON
c. 1934 - 2024
Pitjantjatjara language

Mituna 2015
synthetic polymer paint on linen
137 x 90 cm

PROVENANCE

The Artist, Tjuntjuntjara, Western Australia
Spinifex Arts Project, Tjuntjuntjara,
Western Australia, cat. no. 15-80

Private Collection, New South Wales,
acquired from the above

18,000 AUD
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LAWRENCE PENNINGTON
c. 1934 - 2024
Pitjantjatjara language

Mituna 2015
synthetic polymer paint on linen
137 x 200 cm

PROVENANCE

The Artist, painted at Tjuntjuntjara, Western Australia

Spinifex Arts Project, Tjuntjuntjara,
Western Australia, cat. no. 15-201
ReDot Gallery, Singapore

Private Collection, Melbourne, Victoria,

acquired from the above

EXHIBITED

Wati Wara — Lawrence Pennington, ReDot Gallery,
Singapore, 27 April — 28 May 2016

Spinifex Country: Paintings from the Spinifex Arts
Project, D’Lan Contemporary, Melbourne,
Victoria, 18 August — 28 September 2023.

40,000 AUD
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LAWRENCE PENNINGTON
c. 1934 - 2024
Pitjantjatjara language

Pukara 2020
synthetic polymer paint on linen
200 x 137 cm

PROVENANCE

The Artist, painted at Tjuntjuntjara, Western Australia
Spinifex Arts Project, Tjuntjuntjara,

Western Australia, cat. no. 20-100

Private Collection, United States of

America, acquired from the above

INV-PENL-0026

40,000 AUD
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LAWRENCE PENNINGTON
c. 1934 - 2024
Pitjantjatjara language

Pukara 2020
synthetic polymer paint on linen
110 x 85 cm

PROVENANCE

The Artist, painted at Tjuntjuntjara, Western Australia
Spinifex Arts Project, Tjuntjuntjara,

Western Australia, cat. no. 20-91

EXHIBITED
Uwankara Utulu, D’Lan Contemporary, New York,
United States of America, 29 February — 05 April 2024

15,000 AUD
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LAWRENCE PENNINGTON
c. 1934 - 2024
Pitjantjatjara language

Mituna 2023
synthetic polymer paint on linen
110 x 85 cm

PROVENANCE

The Artist, painted at Tjuntjuntjara, Western Australia
Spinifex Arts Project, Tjuntjuntjara,

Western Australia, cat. no. 23-156

EXHIBITED
Uwankara Utulu, D’Lan Contemporary, New York,
United States of America, 29 February — 05 April 2024

INV-PENL-0023

15,000 AUD

14
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LAWRENCE PENNINGTON
c. 1934 - 2024
Pitjantjatjara language

Pukara 2023
synthetic polymer paint on linen
137 x 110 cm

PROVENANCE
The Artist, painted at Tjuntjuntjara, Western Australia
Spinifex Arts Project, Tjuntjuntjara,

Western Australia, cat. no. 23-93

Japingka Gallery, Fremantle, Western Australia
Private Collection, United States of

America, acquired from the above

EXHIBITED
Sun and Shadow: Art of the Spinifex People, Japingka Gallery,
Fremantle, Western Australia, 22 September — 31 October 2023

INV-PENL-0029

22,000 AUD
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ARTWORK PHOTOS:
LESLIE HAWORTH & STEPHEN OXENBURY

COPYRIGHT:
© LAWRENCE PENNINGTON/COPYRIGHT AGENCY 2026

MELBOURNE/NAARM, SYDNEY/GADIGAL, NEW YORK/LENAPEHOKING



